
TOP 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Wildlife – Birds, snakes, squirrels, and other critters can come in 
contact with electrical equipment, such as fuses or transformers, 
causing a momentary failure or complete shutdown.

Equipment Failure – Like any piece of equipment, electrical 
components can fail as a result of age, performance, or other 
factors.  Over time, aging equipment may come to struggle during 
periods of high demand with resulting outages.

Trees –When trees interfere with power lines, an outage may be 
the result.  While trees can add a great deal to local scenic 
beauty, they are a terrible combination with above-ground 
electrical infrastructure.

Weather – Weather-related events (such as lightning, ice, and 
high winds) cause the vast majority of all power outages and can 
sometimes result in days or weeks spent without power.

Public Damage –  Car accidents, careless construction 
equipment, or other mishaps may result in downed power lines 
or poles. Excavators can damage even relatively protected 
underground lines.

Dust – Dust and light moisture (fog or drizzle) accumulate on the 
insulators of utility poles. This dust eventually functions as an 
electrical conductor causing equipment failure, sparks, or fire. The 
solution often takes the form of some hard rain.

Momentary Circuit Interruptions – Momentary outages are those 
that last for no longer than five minutes. They are typically the 
result of an object coming in contact with electric lines, resulting 
in a fault (similar to a home circuit breaker).

Overload – On warm summer afternoons, the electric grid can 
become strained by air conditioning electrical demand. The result 
is a brownout, blackout, or a request by the utility to power down 
select equipment to stabilize the grid.

Planned Outages – In order to protect customers and utility 
workers, power is turned off during routine maintenance. This 
can also occur during natural disasters, such as wildfires. Your 
utility should let you know how long these outages will last.
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Balloons & Kites – A balloon or kite that comes in contact with a 
power line or substation can cause a surge of electricity resulting 
in an outage, fire, or personal injuries.


